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CONYERS CONDEMNS TODAY’S FISA COURT DECISION 

Congressman John Conyers, Jr., Ranking Member of the House Judiciary Committee and
Dean of the Congressional Black Caucus, issued the following statement regarding today’s
decision by a secret appeals court to give the Justice Department broad authority in conducting
wiretaps and other surveillance on terrorism suspects within the United States:

“The Administration’s race down the slippery slope of eroding constitutional safeguards
seems to have no end in sight.  Today’s disappointing decision constitutes an embarrassing step
backwards for civil liberties in this country.  Piece by piece, this Administration is dismantling the
basic rights afforded to every American under the Constitution.

“Not only is this a despicable ruling, it is a ruling that was decided in secret behind closed
doors.  What the public does not know is that the court heard only a one-sided argument by the
Justice Department and FBI, which have repeatedly lied and misinformed the lower FISA court
when seeking authorizations for secret wiretaps and physical searches.  And just this week, the
Inspector General of the Justice Department reported there is a double standard of discipline, a
lenient one for management and a strict one for employees.

This ruling does not at all counter the lower court's ruling that federal prosecutors had lied
to the court and last week's disclosure that the fbi gives preferential treatment to upper level mgt
in disciplinary matters. The Justice Department may have won this round, but it cannot use these
small victories to block a much-needed overhaul of the FBI.”
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